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Role of Media in Peace Building and Conflict Management 


Dr. Omer Farooq Saeed! 


Media is a major pillar of the modern world’s system. Its main forte is news, and it has a variety 


of mediums to convey it. Three of the major parts of media are: 


e Print Media (the most ancient one) 
e Electronic Media (including radio and TV) 
e Social Media (of all kind) 


PRINT MEDIA 


There were no regular newspapers in ancient times, but the history was regularly written by 
historians which benefited the generations to follow. Even in wars, the historians (journalists) 


were given a special status of ambassadors. Their lives were spared to write proceedings of war. 


ELECTRONIC MEDIA 


Then came the time of Electronic media. Radio to start with. Now news was conveyed through 
voice, and that made it possible to have reach too far away lands where day to day newspapers 
could not be delivered. Soon after, TV was invented, and with that came an outflow of news and 
brought a new and more important face to journalism. The modes of transferring news were 


updated as well, now news were conveyed through telephones, texts and emails. 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


But up till that point, media was limited to specific people. With the arrival of social media, 
namely, Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, now everyone and anyone can spread, share or 


propagate news in the form of text, images or videos. 
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THE ROLE OF MEDIA 


There was a time when media ethics were considered very important and media played a very 
important role in the destiny of nations. Like in the independence of Pakistan, “A1 Hilal” 
newspaper played an important part in creating awareness among people. It provided them 
important information on the circumstances of the country ultimately guiding them how to react 


in conflict. 


The role of social media is second to none. In 2011, the Egyptian revolution was triggered by 
social media which ended with the downfall of a three-decade dictatorship of Husni Mubarak. 
Then in 2017, when a rebellious part of Turkish army tried to overthrow Erdogan’s government, 
Erdogan came live on social media and called for people’s help to save their government. People 


reacted in time and the government was saved. 


However, just as the media can create and provide prosperity to countries like giving cherry it’s 
blossoming, it can also inject a venom at any place. That can lead to wars and destruction of a 


good part of the world. 


For instance, in 2001, when the tragedy of 9/11 happened, Al Jazeera TV of Qatar aired a video 
of Osama bin Laden (allegedly) in which he had claimed to take the responsibility of attacks. 
Right after that US attacked Afghanistan, resulting in deaths of hundreds and thousands of 
innocent people. That video proved to be fake later on, but it didn’t matter then. Million innocent 


people had already lost their lives. It was too late. 


There was also a video of a woman being beaten by men in public in Swat Pakistan. The video 
went viral damaging Pakistan’s image worldwide and bringing a bad name to the country. But 


the video was proved to be fake afterwards. It was all trained acting. 


Not so long, on 15 March 2019, to be precise, a brutality and act of terrorism was committed in 
Christchurch New Zealand, killing over 50 people in mosques and injuring many more. The 


terrorist live streamed it on social media. 


The important question is, what led him to this and who else is responsible for this. 


The one-word answer is “Media”. The international media has been actively spreading 
Islamophobia since 9/11. Most of the international journalists become judge and jury themselves; 
and issue verdict against Muslims. They portray Muslims as terrorists, all this resulted in hatred 
against Muslims throughout the world. People start to believe in the lies when told consistently. 


This is the power of media; the control that it has over the minds of the people. 


Now in Australia and New Zealand, there’s more than 300 pages written everyday against 
Muslims and Islam in newspapers and aired on electronic media as well. The impact that it has 
on people’s minds is pretty evident after the Christchurch tragedy. The non-Muslim media 
doesn’t know what Islam is and what Muslims are like. But they spread their views against 


Muslims, nevertheless. 


3 years back, a newspaper named “Charlie Hebdo” printed in Paris, France issued disrespectful 
images of Prophet Muhammad PBUH. This provoking led to a terrorist attack there. Is this what 
the newspapers are for? To spread hate speech and insult sacred personalities of other religions. 
What result could this possibly bring other than hatred and violence! Such acts of blasphemy can 


never bring peace in the society. 


THE SOLUTION 


There used to be some media ethics in the beginning. But today, there appear to be no ethics at 


all. It has just become a source of sexual appetite for the viewers rather than a teaching and 


disciplining platform. After the advent of internet, it helped a lot in educational field; but stats 
show, now it is being used more for pornography than constructive purposes. It’s the dire need of 


time that the journalists be given some ethical codes to follow. 


The other most important thing is that people should not believe blindly in whatever the media 
shows. Media itself needs to be taught; it is like an individual. So it’s not wise to follow 


everything that media shows. Do some research before believing in anything. 


It is said in the Qur’an: 


“If a wicked person comes to you with any news, ascertain the 
truth, lest ye harm people unwittingly, and afterwards become 
full of repentance for what ye have done.” 

(49:6) 


This is the ultimate solution to all the problems caused by the misuse of media. 


Have you ever wondered why weather reports are of equal interest to everyone? It’s because 


there’s no exaggeration in it! 


There are still some peaceful societies in the world. Thanks to the handled media reporting like 
Japan where showing or promoting violence is not allowed. On the other hand, places where 

there’s no check and balance in media reporting and they keep on showing violence openly and 
exaggerating on things quite a lot, societies get depressed and a sense of disappointed is created 


as aresult of the fuss shown on air. 


In short, it is the responsibility of viewers to reject the war hysteria created by media and bring 
peace in this world. Media is powerful indeed. But it loses its power, when people stop believing 
everything that they are told and start doing their own research. It is the people who have to 
change the narrative of hate into love. No doubt, the media needs to be disciplined so that it 


brings prosperity in the world and makes it a place of peace bringing calmness in lives of people 


instead of creating instability in the world to Havoc and disasters have bad effects on everyone, 


including the media itself.” 


2 https://omerfarooqgsaeed.wordpress.com/2019/04/09/the-role-of-media-in-peace-building-and-conflict- 


management/ 





The World Needs Fair Justice and Real Peace 


PHD Scholar: Tahira Rauf 


Russia began a full scale invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022. And now a days, Russia and 
Ukraine are busy in bombarding each other, massacres of innocent citizens and disaster of natural 
resources etc. are the acidic fruits of this war. Facing the sufferings and massive destruction of 
previous world wars, pacifists and innocent people have a big question about where the future of 
this world is headed. We should not forget that the only way of survival here depends upon the 
respect of human rights. Respecting the rights of living regardless of race or colour, is the ironic 


root and foundation of human civilisations. 


A study of all religions reveal that God Almighty sent man as his caliph in this world so that he 
could establish a justice system over Earth which is capable of providing peace and justice equally 
to all men and animals, woods and rocks, and whatever is on this planet. A system under which 
humanity can reach the desired perfection of its nature, a system under which the resources of the 
earth are used in such a way that they contribute to the development and progression of mankind 


and not to the destruction of humankind. 


We are well aware of the fact that if there is any disorder in the cosmic system of the universe, 
then the whole universe would be devastated. In the same way, if the system of justice and fairness 
(established on the basis of divine guidance), is disturbed, then there will be no harmony and 
consensus left between the social and cosmic system, nor in the collective or individual life. This 
situation is described in all divine books as devastation and destruction on earth. The Command 
of setting up “fair justice” and “peace for all” has been a part of all the laws of Noah, Abraham, 


Moses and lastly a mandatory measure of Muhammadan law. 


In surah Al-Maidah, Verse 32 describes that “He who killed one soul is as if he killed the entire 


world, and he who kept it alive as if he kept all men alive.” 


Talmud have the same message in Chapter 4, Verse 9! 


1 - “The Talmud (AD 200-500) Collection of Jewish rabbinical writings, Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:9; 
Yerushalmi Talmud, Tractate Sanhedrin 37a.” 

Therefore, war against innocent people is considered in fact “a War against God Almighty. 
Conspiracy, false propaganda, murders and unjust wars are forbidden in all divine religions. As 
human beings, it is our utmost duty that every individual, plays it’s role in the survival of other’s 


lives and their belongings. 


We can draw a sketch of a flawless system of peace by following only this verse 32 of surah Al- 


Maidah. The few points are mentioned below derived from this amazing verse. 


= The humanity as a whole, should stand firm against every injustice so that strife and 
disorder may be completely eradicated and everyone is protected from oppression and 
abuse. Being the caliph of God Al-Mighty on earth, man is responsible to establish peace 
and order in the world. Therefore, it is the duty of every government to setup an 
administration to deal with the problem of law and order on the internal and external fronts 


which can force the people to abide by the laws. 


= A judicial system based on fair justice has the capability to identify the real culprits and 
reach out to them, one of the most important yet positive factor that prevents justice is love 


(either it is associated with humans, wealth or power). How can one go against oneself? 


The Qur'an cuts the root of all such matters of love and asks for justice, then why a true slave 
cannot go against himself? he should express the justice and enforce it as stated in surah Al-Nisa 
verse 132. On the other hand, a strong negative factor, that is, agony and enmity can become an 
obstacle in the way of justice. How to take decision in favour of the enemy? Justice should not 
take it’s side. But an oath is taken from the humans that they would reject this satanic temptation 
of unfairness. They must have one weight and one scale for friends and enemies as stated in Surah 


Al- Maidah verse 8. 


If a person sees someone (either he is known or unknown) in danger, it is not permissible 
to ignore him as a quarrel of others, because the support of an oppressed person is the 
support of all creatures, so it is important to protect it even if it is hard to. This feeling links 
the whole human race with one string i.e. humanity across the man-made boundaries and 
borders. There is a need to raise voices and take appropriate actions against the tyranny 
and barbarism of any nation in any region of the world so that man could be brought into 
obedience to God Almighty and could be freed from the bondage of man like himself as 


mentioned in Surah Al-Anfal verse 8. 


If someone hides a murder, either he bears false witness or becomes the guarantor of the 
murderer, gives refuge or advocates as if acquitting him, as if he helps the killer of all 
humanity. Again in Surah Al-Maidah verse 2; it stops the man to help one another in 
aggressions and bad deeds to build the peace in our societies. The unfair sympathetic 
feelings that have emerged for crime and criminals in modern times have resulted in the 
world becoming a hell for humanity, it shows a fast downfall of man ethically, even though 


the statistics are showing so called progress in various fields of worldly life. 


Our entire social life is based on various agreements. Human civilisations thrive on the 
fulfilment of agreements between the governments and the individuals. According to these 
agreements, the parties have certain rights and duties which must be paid, according to the 
agreement. Breaking the agreements could be a major cause of conflicts and wars between 
the groups, nations, or civilizations. That’s why Allah Al-Mighty orders us to fulfil the 
promises and agreements as described in Surah Al- Maidah Verse 1. A person, a group or 
a nation who does not about care these agreements, proves that their hearts are devoid of 
respect for humans and these agreements as we have been watching this dilemma since 
long in this world. 

If this type of negative attribute is found in all mankind, it ruins every single mark of human 
race from this globe. On the other hand, the person who helps and cooperates in the 
establishment of human life is in fact a supporter of humanity because the existence of 


humanity depends on the persistence of this attribute in human beings. 


Review of class discussion (week 2) 


Omer Sharif 


In Islam a human being is sacred and so important is his life. That is why the Holy Quran was 
revealed for the guidance of human beings . That is why the Prophet who is most superior in 
Islam was a human being. That is why the angels prostrate before Hazrat Adam who was a 


human being. 


Peace is disrupted when a human being considers other inferior like being proud in race or 
gender or nationality wants to have achieve his interest at the expense of others . Realizing Allah 
to be the ultimate authority feeling of being answerable to Allah considering this life as a trust 


from Allah are all means of restoring the peace. The other way is to use all the resources on can. 


The Holy Quran prescribed upon us legal retribution for those murdered which is the free for the 
free the slave for the slave and the female for the female.’ It categorially states that the murderer 
will be put to death even if he is a free person or a slave man or a woman like if a woman has 
murdered a man it is she who would be put to death . Beyond war the law of Islam goes that far 
in its protection of human beings that if a Muslim kills an infidel under protection he is liable to 
be put to death for the murder whose blood is considered like our blood . Similarly take another 
example the Holy Quran mentions those who take interest as devil stricken the dwellers of fire . + 
This is because such a person does not care for other human beings and so is merciless towards 
them. In the same vein another Islamic teaching is hiding any evidence relating to the rights of 
human beings is a serious crime in Islam.° The Holy Quran says that Allah created human beings 
from a single soul and spread men and women from there.°® In short Islam asks every human 


being to work for the betterment of others. 


3 The Holy Quran 2:178. 
4 The Holy Quran 2:275. 
> The Holy Quran 2:283. 
® The Holy Quran 4:1. 


Islamic idealogy of peace 
Author: Syed Fawad Munir 
F2021163008 
Ph.D (ITC), UMT. 


What is life? Erich from; the last greatest psychologist of 20th century, answered: There is only 
one meaning of life; the act of living itself. How this act of living becomes an active livng? 
When man has some goal in his life. What is the ambition of an active life? To seek unity in 
abundance and peace and tranquility in fear and trembling emerges from the complexity of life. 
This unity and peace can only be acheived through loyalty, as Josiah Royce said that unless you 
find some sort of loyalty, you can't find unity and peace in your active living. 


The basic elements are balance, harmony and synthesis on which peace is constructed. There is 
no meaning of peace without balance, synthesis and harmony. Without creating harmony, 
balance and synthesis between the paradoxes of life, peace can not be achieved. 


In islamic perspective, this harmony, balance and synthesis between the paradoxes to achive 
peace in life, can only be created through submission and loyalty to a transcendent principle 
which is God or His revealed Guidance 1.e. religion. Infact, islam literally means peace and 
submission. In other words, to attain peace through submission the will to Almighty God. 


The concept of Jehad and war in islam whether it is defensive or offensive is nothing but to 
establish peace and so that peace could prevail. That is why Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said: 
Jehad establishes peace. An attribut of God Almighty is Salam which means the Generater of 
Peace or Peaceful. Thats why He doesnt like Fasaad i.e.mischeif in land as Quran says. And He 
commanded His believers to retaliate and fight against all sources of mischeif and justice which 
create hurdles in way to establish peace with all your abilities and capacities. 


References: 
1. Quran And Ahadith 
2. Art of loving Erich fromm 


3. The Philosophy of Loyalty by Josiah Royce 
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